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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pgs. 25 and 26, filed 24 May 2005, with respect to 
claims 1,18, 38, 39, and 46 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) rejections of claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 10, 12, 13, 16, 18, 19, 24, 26, 27, 38, 39, 
46, and 48-51 has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1,3-6, 10-13, 15, 16, 18, 20-22, 24, 27, 29-31, 33, 36, and 38-51 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Takaro 3048177. 
Takaro teaches a compression plate anastomosis apparatus and method for 
anastomosing a first vessel and a second vessel together, comprising: a first 
compression plate having a first compression plate opening; wherein the first 
compression plate opening has a perimeter defined by first holding means for holding a 
portion of the first vessel that defines a first vessel opening, wherein the first 
compression plate is shaped to enable the first vessel portion to extend through the first 
compression plate opening in a manner such that the first vessel opening conforms to 
the perimeter of the first compression plate opening, and wherein the first holding 
means is adapted to hold the first vessel portion in a manner such that the first vessel 
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portion is at least partially everted; and a second compression plate having a a second 
compression plate opening; wherein the second compression plate opening is defined 
by second holding means for holding a portion of a second vessel that defines a second 
vessel opening, wherein the first compression plate and the second compression plate 
have means for locking the compression plates together, and wherein the first holding 
means is shaped to hold the first vessel portion in a configuration such that when the 
first vessel portion and the second vessel portion are anastomosed together there is an 
uneven distribution of force against the first vessel portion around the first vessel 
opening caused by the shape of the first holding means; wherein the locking means 
comprises a plurality of locking arms extending from an outer periphery of a ring of the 
first compression plate and a locking extension of the second compression plate; 
wherein the locking arms of the first compression plate have length that enables the 
arms to lock around the locking extension in a manner such that the portion defining the 
first vessel opening and the portion defining the second vessel opening are held 
together without being damaged in a manner that causes the anastomosis to fail; 
wherein the first holding means comprise a plurality of holding tabs extending from an 
inner periphery of a ring of the first compression plate; wherein the second holding 
means is a holding surface located around the second compression plate opening with 
a configuration such that the portion of the second vessel defining the second vessel 
opening may be everted onto the holding surface; wherein the first holding means 
comprises a first plurality of holding tabs and wherein the second holding means 
comprises a second plurality of holding tabs; wherein the first and second compression 
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plates each have an inner periphery at their respective openings, wherein the first and 
second holding means are located on the inner peripheries of the respective first and 
second compression plates; wherein the first holding means are in a mating 
configuration with respect to the second holding means once the second vessel is 
brought into contact with the first vessel for anastomosis; wherein the second holding 
means is adapted to hold the portion of the second vessel that defines the second 
vessel opening in a manner such that the portion defining the second vessel opening is 
at least partially everted; wherein the locking means comprises at least one locking arm 
extending from an outer periphery of a ring of one of the compression plates and a 
locking extension on the other compression plate; and wherein the first compression 
plate and the second compression plate are adapted for use with vessel openings that 
are generally circular. 
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T. TAKARO 3,048,177 

BLOOB V2SSEL COUPLING DS7ICB 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made, 

8. Claim 23 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takaro. 
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9. As to claims 23 and 32, Takaro teaches the apparatuses of claims 1 8 and 29. It 
should be noted that Takaro fails to teach wherein each holding tab terminates at a 
rounded tip. However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
to make the holding tabs with rounded tips to avoid damaging the vessels being 
anastomosed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 2, 7, 19, 25, 26, 34, and 35 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Contacts 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael G. Mendoza whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4698. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anh Tuan Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-44963. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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